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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Accidentals apply only to notes they immediately precede with the exception of tied or consecutively
repeated notes.

Tempi are consistent throughout the meter changes (ie., > = 2, S = J, etc.).
Approximate duration: 48 minutes

SPECIAL MARKINGS

smpz, smfz, Progressively louder accented attacks, independent of preceding dynamics.

sfz, sffz, etc.

*r #r Jr Jt’r Quartertone sharp, three quartertones sharp, one quartertone flat, three quartertones flat.

rr Glissando with re-attack on arrival note.
-
r' r Glissando without re-attack on arrival note.
’
r ‘7 Suddenly and mechanically curtail sound, without diminuendo, as if being unexpectedly cut off.
&
r Snap pizzicato.

Thrown bow (jeté).

Exert excessive bow pressure to produce a distorted tone. Designations of “light,”

“moderate,” and “heavy” indicate amount of bow pressure and corresponding
distortion. Where these indications are absent, it is assumed that the bow pressure is
“heavy.”

1.3 Mute strings with left hand, eliminating pitch.

r Lateral bowing. Bow parallel to the string to produce a distorted tone.

H,N Haupstimme (principal voice), Nebenstimme (secondary voice).



clb. Col legno battuto.

cl.t. Col legno tratto. Draw wood of bow across string.

% clt. Half col legno tratto. Draw half wood, half hair of bow across string.
S.p., m.s.p. Sul ponticello, molto sul ponticello (some distortion of tone).

s.t. Sul tasto. Bow as much over the fingerboard as possible.

b.pc. Body percussion. Striking areas are indicated in the score.

Vibrato types are indicated as follows:

vib.I Fast vibrato (speed).

vib.i Slow vibrato (speed).

vib.II Wide vibrato (intonation).
vib.ii Narrow vibrato (intonation).

These indications may be combined, for example, vib.l/ii indicates a fast and narrow vibrato.

Amplitude of vibrati is relative to dynamic markings indicated.

m.v. Molto vibrato, equivalent to vib.I/IT above.

piu vib. More pronounced, slightly more intense vibrato.

poco vib. Poco vibrato. More subtle, less pronounced, ordinary vibrato.
S.v. Senza vibrato.

The marking ord. (“ordinario”) following one of the above marking indicates a return to the normal mode of
vibrato, determined by the performer.



SPECIAL NOTES

In measures 1 through 100 of Subject, it is essential that all voices in each instrument are balanced
precisely with regard to the relative dynamic levels of the other instruments. To bring out the subtle
changes in voicing, fingering, etc., from one chord to the next, the performers may experiment with very
slightly emphasizing any variation present in successive chords.

LIGHTING

Passage may be performed with the complete lighting design indicated in the score or with no special
lighting at all. Whenever possible, the complete lighting design is strongly preferred. When performed
with lighting, disregard the “ossia” lighting instructions in Subject.

If performing any one of the single pieces comprising Passage, only Subject should be performed with
lighting, although Subject may be performed without lighting as well.

In addition to a lighting designer, it is required that someone following the score triggers the lighting
cues. Specific cues initiate as notated in the score and sometimes are notated rhythmically. For the flash
bursts in m. 4-93 of Subject and m. 1 of Ascension, indicated on the lighting stave with an “x” notehead,
the first violinist should trigger the bursts via a footpedal or similar device. The flash bursts should be
short and very intense, like an overwhelmingly powerful flashbulb. Two professional-grade photography
flashes, mounted on stands with umbrellas on either side of the quartet and pointed at the audience, have
proved effective.

Stand lights should be used on music stands, preferably with low-watt bulbs and gels to minimize any
ambient light during the dark sections of the piece.



This commission has been made possible by the Chamber Music America Classical Commissioning Program
with generous funding provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and the Chamber Music America Endowment Fund

Dedicated to John, Ari, Chris, and Kevin
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Jason Eckardt (2011)
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Commissioned by the JACK Quartet with funding from New Music USA
Dedicated to Lewis Nielson
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Jason Eckardt (2018)
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“Light” sound should be achieved through slow bow speed with little or no extra pressure,
“choking” the string to produce a slightly distorted tone. “Moderate” and “heavy” sounds
require somewhat slow bow speeds with heavier pressure to produce distorted and heavily
distorted tones, respectively. Pitch should be audible throughout this section, ending in m. 403.
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Very dim pale blue light (color slightly darker
than m. 412, only silhouettes of players visible)
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