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Instrumentation

Flute (alto flute, bass flute)
Clarinet in B

Piano
Violin
Viola

Violoncello
Soprano – only if performing in conjunction with The Distance (This)
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 PERFORMANCE NOTES

Notes to the Conductor

Aperture may be performed independently, in conjunction with The Distance (This), or as part III of the Undersong cycle.

If Aperture is performed independently, a concert ending, beginning at measure 163 in the second movement, has been provided. In this case, continue 
directly from measure163 until the double barline at measure 181 to end the piece. Do not continue to measure 163a.

If The Distance (This) is to follow Aperture, either as conjoined works on a concert program or as parts III and IV of the Undersong Cycle, omit 
measures 163–181 in the second movement and proceed directly to measure 163a. This ending adds the soprano voice. At the conclusion of measure 
185a, continue attacca to The Distance (This).

General Performance Notes

Accidentals apply only to notes that they immediately precede with the exception tied and consecutively repeated notes. Courtesy accidentals are 
occasionally supplied for clarity.

Tempi are-consistent throughout the meter changes (i.e., = , = , etc.).

Grace notes are to be played as fast as possible providing they are equidistant to one another within the grace-note passage. The only exception is in 
movement I, m.  32-85, detailed below. Grace-notes always curtail the previous measured note’s duration with the exception denoted below.

Within this piece, chords marked sffffz, mostly in the strings, appear frequently. The rhythmic notation of these chords conveys only the attack point. 
The performers should  not differentiate the durations of these chords, but rather play them uniformly, at approximately a thirty-second note value 
throughout.

From m. 32 to 85 in movement I, the speed of the grace notes is flexible. Grace-note passages should fill in the spaces between instrumental entries 
and therefore may be played slower than as fast as possible if necessary.

In m. 92-136 of movement I, care should be taken to appropriately balance the piano, particularly the right-hand passages, with regard to the overall 
texture. The right hand should play as softly as possible, quieter than the left hand, to “color” the texture rather than participate tts an independent 
line within it The entire piano sound should be a subtle haze that envelops the bass flute.

All instruments sound as notated in the score. 

Approximate duration: 19 minutes
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  Quartertone sharp, three quartertones sharp, quartertone flat, three quartertones flat All quartertones are tempered and, in the  
  wind and brass parts, should be produced using specific fingerings whenever possible.

       Progressively louder accented attacks; independent of preceding dynamics.

       Begin grace-note passage at the time point of the measured note to which it is beamed.

    Glissando with re-attack on arrival note.

  Glissando without re-attack on arrival note.

  Indicated one more od articulation in transition to another (i.e. sul ponticello to sul tasto, senza vibrato to molto vibrato, ect.

  Suddenly and mechanically curtail sound, without diminuendo, as if being unexpectedly cut off,

Vibrato typos are indicated as follows: 

vib.I Fast vibrato (speed).

vib.i. Slow vibrato (speed).

vib.II Wide vibrato (intonation).

vib.ii Narrow vibrato (intonation).

 These indications may be combined, for example, vib,I/ii indicates a fast and narrow vibrato. 

Amplitude of vibrati is relative to dynamic markings used.

s.v. Senza vibrato.



Flute Performance Notes

     Harmonic. Suggested fingered pitch is given as a diamond notehead in parenthesis. 

  
  Key click

  Tongue ram (sounding. pitch).

  Lip pizzicato.
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Clarinet Performance Notes

  Slap tongue

Multiphonic fingerings, corresponding to letters indicated in the score (from Phillip Rehfeldt; New 
Directions for Clarinet, Revised Edition):

It is assumed that the clarinetist plays without vibrato
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Strings Performance Notes

s.t.  Sul tasto. Darker, softer timbre that may require bowing well over the fingerboard.

s.p.  Sul ponticello.

m.s.p.  Molto sul ponticello (distorted tone).

c.l.b.  Col  legno battuto. Strike string with wood of bow.

c.l.t.   Col  legno tratto. Draw wood of bow over string.

  
  “Snap” or ‘’Bartok” pizzicato.

  Thrown bow. Bow is “thrown” onto string to produce an indeterminate number of rebounds.

  Percussively slap string with right hand thumb to sound pitch (as in funk bass playing). Right-hand finger  
  may be substituted for thumb if necessary.

  Heavy bow pressure (distorted tone).
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Piano Performance Notes

pizz,  Pizzicato. Pluck string inside the piano with finger

slam  Slap the strings inside the piano with hand

  Mute string with hand near tuning pegs.

Pedaling is left to the discretion of the performer unless otherwise indicated

A metal triangle beater is required for this piece
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