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Sometimes, on Sundays, [ heard the bells, the Lincoln, Acton, Bedford, or Concord
bell, when the wind was favorable, a faint, sweet, and, as it were, natural melody,
worth importing into the wilderness. At a sufficient distance over the woods this
sound acquires a certain vibratory hum, as if the pine needles in the horizon were
the strings of a harp which it swept. All sound heard at the greatest possible
distance produces one and the same effect, a vibration of the universal lyre, just as
the intervening atmosphere makes a distant ridge of earth interesting to our eyes by
the azure tint it imparts to it. There came to me in this case a melody which the air
had strained, and which had conversed with every leaf and needle of the wood, that
portion of the sound which the elements had taken up and modulated and echoed
from vale to vale. The echo is, to some extent, an original sound, and therein is the
magic and charm of it. It is not merely a repetition of what was worth repeating in
the bell, but partly the voice of the wood; the same trivial words and notes sung by a
wood-nymph.

- Henry David Thoreau, Walden, “Sounds”



PERFORMANCE NOTES

Accidentals apply only to notes the immediately precede with the exception of
consecutively repeated notes. Occasional courtesy accidentals appear for clarity.

Pedaling is left to the discretion of the performer unless otherwise indicated in the
score. The absence of pedal markings should in no way suggest that any of the
pedals may not be used to secure the durations, timbres, and dynamics indicated in
the score.

Approximate duration: 26% minutes



for Jason Hardink on the occasion of the
100th anniversary of the Concord Sonata
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